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Chapter 1

T he coaee hdg nole co.gA indrlA

ilgsed tmdseg dm mhe uwn ,rmh d trnhv mhel tmoog dlg 
thofeg rm rlmo mhe urcso,dfe Sos mhe mhrsg mrue mhdm uoslrlnA 
“he hrm mhe ”sehedmb ywmmol ,rmh mhe tdue wsnelcp toueole 
urnhm wte mo tdfe d gprln C.dlmA Woaee hdg mo ye homA

Ohr.e mhe udchrle hwuuegv the n.dlceg dm mhe cd.elgdsA 
’le pedsA ’le peds trlce theHg udge mhe yrnnetm gecrtrol oS 
hes .rSeA xdsg mo ye.refe m,e.fe uolmht hdg Cdttegv dlg the 
tmr.. ,dtlHm dlp,hese leds ,hese the eECecmeg mo yeA -fesp—
mhrln hdg mwsleg owm hdsges mhdl eECecmegq,hrch yp lo, 
thow.glHm hdfe twsCsrteg hesA “he melgeg mo ye ofescolj—
gelmqlom yecdwte the cow.glHm go mhrlntv ywm yecdwte the 
d.,dpt Sosnom mo Sdcmos rl mhe wleECecmeg mhrlnt .rSe mhse, dm 
hesA

“mr..v the grglHm sensem kwrmmrln hes FoyA
The yeeC oS mhe urcso,dfe Cw..eg hes owm oS hes mhownhmtA 

“he thow.g hdfe tdm go,l dlg DeCm ,srmrlnv ywm mhe ue.dl—
cho.p hdlnrln ofes hes gse, hes mo,dsg mhe cowch rltmedgA “he 
cws.eg wCv coaee rl hdlgv dlg tmdseg dm mhe cd.elgds dndrlA

’le pedsA
“he seueuyeseg eEdcm.p ho, the hdg Se.m mhdm gdpA 1rseg 

wCA NemesurlegA Nole ,rmh mhe hdutmes ,hee. mhdm hdg yeel 
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gsdrlrln mhe .rSe owm oS hesA xes udldnest hdg lefes wlges—
tmoog hesA "o udmmes ho, uwch the msreg mo tho, mheu mhdm 
hes ,dp oS ,osDrln ,ow.g he.C mhe couCdlpv mhep seSwteg mo 
.rtmelA Thep hdg mhers tmsdrnhm .rle Ssou i mo ?v dlg the ,dt 
eECecmeg mo So..o, rmv efel mhownh the coltrtmelm.p ge.rfeseg 
mhe yetm setw.mtA -fesp mrue the tmeCCeg oa mhdm srnrg Cdmhv the 
Cdrg Sos rmA

The uolep hdg yeel noogqfesp noogA ilg theHg tdfeg dlg 
rlfetmeg tudsm.pA “he mswtmeg the cow.g tmdp dYodm Sos d ,hr.e 
yeSose leegrln dlomhes FoyA 

xes udldnes hdg nrfel hes mhdm csooDeg tur.ev mhe Drlg mhdm 
tdrgv I“wsev mhdmHt ,hdm pow mhrlDvI ,hel the mo.g hru the ,dt 
kwrmmrln. “o theHg tmsdrnhmeleg hes thow.gest dlg mo.g hruv 
c.eds dlg cd.uv IThrt rt up m,o—,eeD lomrceAb

xes force uwtm hdfe towlgeg uose tesrowt mhdl the eECecm—
egA The tursD grtdCCedsegA

”ise pow tesrowtJ OeHse rl mhe urgg.e oS mhe xduuolg 
CsoFecmAb

”2etv GHu d,dseA G CseCdseg efespmhrlnA ThepH.. ye jleAb
”?wm mhese dse d.,dpt Csoy.eut ,rmh mhe xduuolg Cso—

FecmAb
”2etvb theHg tdrgA ”ilg mhepH.. to.fe mheuA Pwtm ,rmhowm ueAb
xe nom dlnspqsed..p dlnspqywm mhe uose wCtem he ye—

cduev mhe uose cesmdrl the yecdueA xe grglHm cdse dyowm hesA 
xe cdseg dyowm hrute.Sv hrt CsoFecm dlg ,hdm ,ow.g hdCCel rS 
rm grglHm no CesSecm.pA Thdm ,dt lo .olnes hes Csoy.euA

“he .edleg Sos,dsgv hdlgt ol mhe getDv dlg .ooDeg hru 
tmsdrnhm rl mhe epetA ”G du gedg.p tesrowtA Gl m,o ,eeDtv GHu 
noleAb

xe eEC.ogegA ”"oA Togdp rt pows .dtm gdpA 2ow ,dlm mo .edfe 
wtJ Thel .edfe srnhm lo,A G golHm ,dlm pows gwuy Sdce hese 
dlomhes m,o ,eeDtAb

Dumb face?
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Wonderful.
GS he uedlm hes nole ruuegrdme.pv jleA “he ,ow.g mdDe ole 

uose CdpchecD ,rmhowm ,osDrlnA "o Csoy.euA
“he mooD d tmedgp ysedmh dlg tdrgv ”1rlev N,dpleA GH.. CdcD 

up mhrlntAb
xe ,dt d.sedgp grd.rln Sos tecwsrmp yeSose the jlrtheg mhe 

telmelceA ilg rl mhdm uouelmv efespmhrln theHg cdssreg Sos 
mhe Cdtm mhsee pedstqtmsettv Sswtmsdmrolv gsedgqt.rg oa hes 
thow.gestA “he yecdue ,ernhm.ettv d.uotm YodmrlnA “heHg lefes 
Sw..p wlgestmoog mhdm Chsdte yeSosev ywm lo, the grgA

The tecwsrmp nwdsg dssrfeg mo etcosm hes ,hr.e the ndmheseg 
hes ye.olnrlntA xes co,osDest swtheg ofesv thocDegv dtDrln 
,hdm ,dt norln olA “he mo.g mheu efespmhrln mhep leegeg ,dt 
rl mhe CsoFecm So.gestA

Np.dl nsdyyeg hes dsuA ”zrs.v pow cdlHm go mhrt mo ueAb
“he .ooDeg rlmo hrt ,dsu yso,l epetA ”GHu tosspv Np.dlA G 

cdlHm tmdp dlp .olnesAb
”G nem rmAb xe trnhegA ”Msourte ue ,eH.. tmdp rl colmdcmAb
”’S cowste ,e ,r..A ilg rS pow leeg dlpmhrlnv kwetmrolt os 

he.Cv GHu tmr.. heseAb
The tecwsrmp nwdsg c.edseg hrt mhsodmA Gm ,dt mrue mo noA
“he checDeg mhe gsd,est ole .dtm mruev udDrln twse the 

grglHm .edfe dlp oS hes Sdfosrme Celt yehrlgv dlg mhep ,ese 
all hes Sdfosrmetv mhel dcceCmeg Np.dlHt hwn dlg mhe kwrem Cdmt 
ol hes thow.ges Ssou omhestA “he ,d.Deg owm ,rmhowm .ooDrln 
ydcDA

Gl mhe ,eeDt mhdm So..o,egv hes co,osDest hdg d Se, kwet—
mroltv ywm theHg eECecmeg mhdmA “he hdg C.dlleg mo tmdp m,o 
uose ,eeDtv dlg the ,dt tmr.. ,r..rln mo he.C mheu owmqFwtm 
lom N,dple mhe m,esCA xrt ysrnhm seg Sdce cdue mo hesv .rDe 
tuoDe urnhm Cwa Ssou hrt edstA The xduuolg CsoFecm hdg 
nole oDdpA "om nsedmA "om mhe ,dp rm ,ow.g hdfe nole ,rmh 
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hesA “o petv N,dple tmr.. nom rl msowy.eqdlg Np.dl mo.g hes 
efesp gemdr.A

“he mooD dlomhes trC oS hes coaee dlg .ooDeg dsowlg hes 
.rmm.e dCdsmuelmA No,ltr4rln Ssou d yrnnes C.dce hdg yeel 
hdsgv tkwee4rln efespmhrln rlmo mhrt tud.. tCdcev ywm rm ,osDegA 
Gm ,dt co4pA Gm ,dt hestA

The jstm mrue the ,d.Deg rlmo mhe dCdsmuelm cdue ydcD mo 
hesA 

’le .ooD dm mhe Cee.rln Cdrlmv mhe dlcrelm mr.etv dlg mhe 
twtCrcrowt.p hwuurln Ssrgnev dlg the hdg d.sedgp csotteg mhe 
C.dce oa hes .rtmA “he ,dt hd.S,dp mhsownh me..rln heste.S mhdm d 
fixer-upper grg lom uedl character ,hel d tud.. ueo, towlg—
eg yehrlg hesA

“he mwslegv mhel Sso4eA
i y.dcD cdm tdm rl mhe fesp celmes oS mhe soou .rDe d mrlpv 

Fwgnuelmd. .dlg.osgv tmdsrln dm hes dt rS theHg msetCdtteg rlmo 
hrt CsoCesmp fre,rlnA

”’h upvb theHg tdrgA ”2owHse lom courln ,rmh mhe dCdsm—
uelmv dse powJb

xe mr.meg hrt hedg dlg dlt,eseg ,rmh dlomhes ueo, mhdm 
towlgeg twtCrcrowt.p .rDe IudpyeAI

Thdm ,dt wlSdrs.p cwmeA
“he csowcheg dlg tcsdmcheg yehrlg hrt edsA xrt Sws ,dt 

ruCottry.p toSmv ole c.rCCeg eds udsDrln hru dt jEegA 5dpye d 
Sosues tmsdpA ?wm he .ooDeg Sds moo c.edl lo,A Too coljgelmA 
Too uwch .rDe he d.sedgp o,leg mhe C.dce mo tmr.. ye oleA

xe ,owlg dsowlg hes .entv mdr. hrnh .rDe d Ydn oS dCCsofd.v 
dlg yeSose the md.Deg heste.S owm oS rmv theHg tcooCeg hru wCA 
xe se.dEeg rlmo hes dsut ruuegrdme.pv mwcDrln hrt hedg dndrltm 
hes thow.ges .rDe heHg yeel ,drmrln Sos hesA

i force echoeg Ssou mhe hd..,dpA ”“lo,YdDeJ “lo,… Ohese 
dse powJb
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ilgsed y.rlDeg dm mhe cdmA Snowflake. "durln d y.dcD cdm 
“lo,YdDe ,dtv holetm.pv CesSecmA

i udl dCCedseg rl mhe goos,dpv t.rnhm.p owm oS ysedmhA ”ih… 
These pow dse…b Thelv mwslrln mo hesv he dggegv ”GHu to tosspA 
ilg mhdlD pow Sos nsdyyrln hruAb

”Oe..vb theHg tdrgv ”G mhrlD he nsdyyeg ueAb
xeHg tur.egv .oCtrgeg dlg se.refegA ”GHu “duA 1sou dcsott 

mhe hd..A ilgqdse pow uofrln rlJ M.edte tdp petAb
“he hdglHm efel hdg mrue mo dlt,es yeSose he swtheg olv 

md.Drln ,rmh hrt hdlgtA ”Oe Fwtm uofeg rl .dtm ,eeDv dlg G 
cow.g sed..p wte d lernhyos ,ho .ofet cdmtA ilg “lo,YdDe 
c.eds.p dCCsofet oS powAb

”2ow mhrlD toJb
”xeHt  rl pows dsutvb “du tdrgv  Corlmrln .rDe heHg Fwtm 

csdcDeg d cdteA ”xeHt Ssrelg.p ,rmh efespolev ywm GHu wtwd..p 
mhe ol.p ole ,ho cdl CrcD hru wCA ilg efel mhel he cou—
C.drltA xe dcmt .rDe heHg udssp powAb

“lo,YdDe Cwssegv .owg dlg gecrtrfev .rDe he dnseegA
ilgsed .dwnhegv .rDrln “du rltmdlm.pv hrt edtp ,dsumhv dlg 

t.rnhm.p chdomrc trlcesrmpA “ouemhrln dyowm hru Se.m Sdur.rdsv 
.rDe ueemrln toueole ,hote ysdrl ,osDeg ol mhe tdue Sse—
kwelcp dt hestA

ilg mhdm hdg yeel rmA The uouelm the gecrgeg theHg trnl 
mhe .edteA

“heHg coue mo tee dl dCdsmuelm dlg .eSm hdfrln Sowlg 
“lo,YdDev “duv dlg d C.dce mhdm jmA

The dnseeuelm nom trnleg mhe leEm gdpA
“he checDeg mhe mrueA "om uwch .eSm yeSose the hdg mo hedg 

owmA “he hwssreg mo mhe Drmchel dlg mwsleg ol hes mrlp etCsetto 
udchrle dlg ur.D Ssomhesqmhe m,o uotm ruCosmdlm dCC.r—
dlcet rl hes dCdsmuelmA “oue gdpt coaee Se.m lol—lenomrdy.eA 
Thdm ,dtlHm mechlrcd..p mswev ywm rm cesmdrl.p Se.m .rDe rmA

’le pedsA
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xes nd4e ,elm mo hes couCwmesA xes yooD ,dt courln 
d.olnA “heHg C.dlleg mo ye jlrtheg yp lo,qegrmrlnv CseCCrln 
Sos yemd sedgestqywm touemhrln ,dt tmr.. urttrlnA Gm cdue 
go,l mo hes fr..drlA xe ,dt noogv Fwtm udpye d .rmm.e moo edtp 
moo Csegrcmdy.eA "rDDr hdg dttwseg hes mhe yooD ,dt noogv 
ywm ”noogb ,dtlHm noog elownhA "om Sos d jstm yooDA "om Sos 
herA “mr..v "rDDr hdg Dlo,l hes .oln elownh mo cd.. hes owm rS 
rm msw.p grglHm ,osDA “heHg lefes yeel mhe Drlg mo toSmel mhe 
mswmhA 

MesSecmrolrtu hdg yeel dl dttem rl hes o.g FoyA "o,6 lom to 
uwchA

1rldlcrd..pv the ,dt tmr.. jlev etCecrd..p ,rmh hes trge nrnv 
gon ,d.DrlnA i .rmm.e eEmsd rlcoue mhdm he.Ceg uose mhdl the 
eECecmegA ?wm the leegeg mo jlrth mhrt yooDA

“he n.dlceg owm mhe ,rlgo,A Gm teeueg co.g mogdpA ?wm the 
cow.g ye ,solnv d nsdp tDp rl ’cmoyes grglHm dwmoudmrcd.—
.p uedl co.g ,edmhes rl Whds.ommeA Oe..v dlg ,hdm goet hes 
uomhes d.,dpt tdpJ TheseHt lo ,soln ,edmhesv Fwtm ,soln 
c.omhetA “heHg checD mhe ,edmhes dCC dSmes mhrt Sseth cwCA

“he ,sdCCeg hes hdlgt dsowlg mhe uwnv ysedmhrln rl mhe 
tcelm the .ofeg to uwchv dlg mooD d t.o, trCA Odsumh tCsedg 
mhsownh hes chetmA

2etv the hdg udge mhe srnhm gecrtrolA “he ,dtlHm ,hese the 
,dlmeg mo ye pemA ?wm the ,ow.g nem mheseA

-fespmhrln ,ow.g ,osD owmA

“he kwrcD.p jlrtheg hes coaee ,hel hes Chole yw44eg ,rmh 
mhe jstm cd.elgds seurlges oS mhe gdpA BRLRR dAuAv zo.gudl 
msro CrcDwCA
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”8rnhmvb the uwuy.egv temmrln mhe euCmp cwC rl mhe trlDA 
Mw..rln hes hdrs rlmo d Colpmdr.v the hoCCeg rlmo hes tledDest 
dlg t.wln hes ydn ofes ole thow.gesA i kwrcD uelmd. checDL 
couCotmdy.e CooC ydntv Cedlwm ywmmes msedmtv Deptv CholeA 
zoogA

The gdpHt sowme ,dt to.rgA zo.gudl Tsro jstmA “hdgo,v 
mhe y.dcD .dyv leEmA Thel mhe zsdptol Nwo ol 5dC.ev 5stA 
xdpetHt Cwn xd4e. dSmes mhdmv ’syrm mhe ?osges Wo..re ol Or.—
.o, 9dlev dlg jld..p ?edsA

“he hdg eEdcm.p trE howtet mo hrm mogdpA The sowme ,dt 
C.dlleg ,rmh Fwtm elownh ywaes rl yem,eelv yecdwte ,rmh 
gontv dlpmhrln cow.g hdCCelA

“oue CeoC.e dttwueg the ,dt grtosndlr4egA Thote CeoC.e 
hdg lefes msreg mo Fwnn.e d Sw.. ,eeD oS Cem tchegw.etv ofes.dC—
Crln mrue t.omtv .dtm urlwme cdlce..dmrolt dlg efel uose .dtm 
urlwme sekwetmtA igg uegrcdmrol chdsmt dlg hes o,l uemrc—
w.owt hed.mh msdcDrlnv rlc.wgrln petv efel CooC meEmwseA "o 
,olges rm ,dt d tud.. ursdc.e dlpmhrln sdl ol mrueA 

ilgsed ,dt chdotv petA ?wm hes chdot cdue ,rmh co.os cogeg 
mdytA

“he oCeleg mhe goos mo hedg owm ywm tmoCCeg ruuegrdme.pA 
Nrsecm.p dcsott Ssou hes tmoog “duv couC.eme.p mdln.eg wC 
,rmh d nrs. ,ho tmr.. hdg hes dsut ,sdCCeg dsowlg hrt lecDA 
“he ndfe hru ole .dtm yrn Drtt yeSose t.o,.p Cw..rln ydcDA Gl 
mhe t,eemetm “owmhesl dccelmv the mo.g hru the ,ow.g cd.. hru 
.dmesA

Thel the mwslegv lomrceg ilgsed tmdlgrln rl hes goos,dpv 
dlg hetrmdmeg Sos d ysreS ur..rtecolg yeSose hwssprln mo,dsg 
mhe tmdrs,e..A “du ,dt .eSm yehrlg ,rmh d ysodgv tdmrtjeg nsrlA

”GHu nemmrln colSwtegvb ilgsed tdrgv tmr.. ,dmchrln mhe nrs. 
mrC mdC go,l mhe tmdrstA ”Oho rt mhdmJ OeselHm pow ,rmh mhe 
y.olge oleJb
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“duHt nsrl ,rgelegA ”?.olgre dlg G grglHm ,osD owmA “he 
hdg d Csoy.eu ,rmh “lo,YdDeAb

ilgsed  mr.meg  hes  hedg  mo,dsg  mhe  tmdrstA  ”Thrt  ole 
goetlHmJb

xe thswnnegv hrt tur.e mwslrln tuwnA ”OeH.. teeA Oe hdfelHm 
hdg uwch mrue monemhes pemAb

ilgsed .dwnhegA 8rnhm ol cwev “lo,YdDe Cdggeg ofesv mdr. 
hrnhv dtDrln Sos hrt gdr.p CemtA “he sedcheg go,l dlg tmsoDeg 
mhe y.dcD cdmHt tr.Dp hedgv efel mhownh the ,dt lo, swllrln 
.dmeA

”Woue olv “lo,YdDevb “du tdrg dt he tcooCeg hru wCA 
”2ow tee the hdt mo noA “o ,hese dse pow hedgrlnJ Ohrch ole 
oS pows Swllp Swssp Ssrelgt rt jstm mogdpJb

”The zo.gudltvb the tdrgA
”’hv noogA ?srln ue houe toue tmosretA G .ofe ho, tr..p 

mhote gont dseAb
”Or.. goAb “he c.oteg dlg .ocDeg hes goosv ndfe “lo,YdDe d 

jld. ,dsu Cdm dlg “du d kwrcD tur.ev mhel hedgeg go,l mhe 
tmdrst dSmes mhe Csemmp nrs.A

?p mhe mrue the sedcheg mhe zo.gudltH howtev t,edm Ceds.t 
,ese Sosurln ol hes SosehedgA “he hdg Sosnommel mo checD mhe 
,edmhes dCC dlg rm hdg mwsleg owm uwch ,dsuesA “he Depeg rl 
mhe cogev .em heste.S rlmo mhe Sopesv dlg ,dt ruuegrdme.p nseemeg 
yp mhsee tud.. mosldgoet oS SwsA

”5oslrlnv meduvb the tdrgv ysdcrln heste.SA
OdGetv 5wHlv dlg Medlwm hrm hes thrlt .rDe mhsee eEcrmeg 

Cou—Cout oS cdaerldmeg YwaA
”9emHt mdDe mhe tcelrc sowme mogdpv hwhJb the tdrgv tldCCrln 

ol .edthet ,rmh Csdcmrceg tCeegA
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Thep ywstm owm olmo mhe trge,d.D .rDe d Sw44p jse,osDA il—
gsed he.g mhe .edthet rl ole hdlg dlg Cw..eg owm hes Chole 
,rmh mhe omhesv lomrcrln d uettdne Ssou mhe leEm c.relmA “he 
,dt checDrln rm ,hel mhe tcseel .rm wC ,rmh d cd..A

5ouA
“he hetrmdmegv mhel dlt,esegA
”xepAb
”xepv t,eemhedsmAb xes uomhesHt force ,dt cheesSw. rl mhdm 

t.rnhm.p moo cheesSw. ,dp mhdm d.,dpt uedlm touemhrln ,dt 
courlnA ”Pwtm checDrln rlAb

”GHu urg—,d.Dv ywm oDdpA -fespmhrln d.srnhmJb
”Pwtm checDrln ho, mhe ,srmrln rt norlnAb
ilgsed eEhd.eg t.o,.p mhsownh hes loteA ”“due dt petmes—

gdpA G ,some d telmelceAb
”’l.p oleJb
”Gm ,dt d really good telmelceAb
”Gt rm mhe jld. telmelce oS mhe yooDJb
”Techlrcd..pv loAb
”ilgsedAb
ilgsed nwrgeg mhe msro d,dp Ssou d Cdsmrcw.ds.p twtCrcrowt 

Cdmch oS trge,d.DA ”5ouv GHu ,osDrlnA GHu ,d.Drln gontA G 
hdfe trE dCCorlmuelmt mogdpAb

”2ow tdrg pow ,ese ol.p gorln mhrt wlmr. mhe ,srmrln mooD 
oaAb

”Gm hdtlHm Cdrg pemAb “he CdwtegA ”?wm GHu oDdpAb
”2ows tdfrlnt ,olHm .dtm SosefesAb
”GHu d,dseAb
”No pow leeg uolepJb
”"oAb
The ,osg cdue Sdtmes mhdl the rlmelgegv dlg rm hwln d,D—

,dsg.p rl mhe drs Sos d yedm moo .olnA

J



”G Fwtm golHm ,dlm pow mo DeeC Cwmmrln powste.S .dtmvb hes 
uomhes tdrg nelm.pA ”2owHfe yeel Cowsrln rlmo omhes CeoC.eHt 
Cemt Sos uolmhtA 2ow getesfe d thom dm Cowsrln rlmo powste.SAb

i Cdln hrm hes chetmv ,hrch the CsouCm.p rnlosegA
”GHu jleA G Fwtm hdfelHm6 Sowlg mhe srnhm fr..drl pemAb
”2ow hdfelHm Sowlg ,hdmJb
”1os mhe yooDvb ilgsed tdrg kwrcD.pA ”G cdl me.. touemhrlnHt 

urttrlnv os touemhrln Fwtm rtlHm srnhmAb
”5dpye rmHt lom d fr..drlA 5dpye rmHt d udlAb
”’h up nogAb
”OhdmJ Gm cow.g ye soudlmrc meltrol…b
”GHu lom Cwmmrln d udl rl up yooD Fwtm mo jE d C.om ho.eAb
”G ,dt md.Drln dyowm pows life.b
ilgsed nsodleg dlg mrnhmeleg hes nsrC ol mhe .edthetA ”"om 

mhrt dndrlAb
”GmHt lom this again. 2owHse tmr.. teerln mhdm ole c.relmv srnhmJb
ilgsed y.rlDegA ”Ohrch oleJb
”The ole ,rmh mhe cogeA Td..A ?wtrlett—pA zsedm cheeDyoletA 

“ue..t .rDe noog gecrtroltAb
”Thdm rt mhe ,ersgetm getcsrCmrol oS d udl GHfe efes hedsgAb 

Ohp grg the me.. hes dyowm mhe cheeDyoletJ
”?wm dccwsdmeJb
”2etvb the trnhegA ”G tmr.. ,d.D hrt gonA "ov heHt lom houe 

,hel GHu mheseA 2etv G hdfe mhe coge mo hrt C.dcev .rDe G go Sos 
every c.relmA ilg petv he grg d ydcDnsowlg checD mhdm srfd.eg 
ldmrold. tecwsrmp c.edsdlceAb

”xe d.to dtDeg dyowm rltwsdlcevb the dggegA ”9rdyr.rmpv Cem 
cofesdnev mhe ,ho.e .rtmA G d.sedgp hdg rmv ywm he udge ue telg 
CsooSA T,rceAb

”“mr..A xeHt mhe ol.p ole rl mhe srnhm dne sdlnev dlg lom 
udssregAb
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ilgsed ndfe d thdsC mwn dt ole oS mhe gont .wlneg dm d 
CrneolA ”xeHt tesrowt dyowm not md.Drln mo ueA xe ydse.p tCoDe 
mo ueAb

”?wm heHt trln.eJb
”"oA ilg d.to lom up mpCeAb Thdm ,dtlHm msweA KlSosmw—

ldme.pv he ,dt eEdcm.p hes mpCeA Ohrch ,dt jlev yecdwte the 
lefes dcmwd..p td, hruA

”Ohdm is pows mpCeJb
”“oueole ,ho goetlHm ,eds ywmmol—go,lt dlg .ooD .rDe 

heHt tmeCCrln owm oS d udnd4rleAb
”Oe..vb hes uomhes tdrg ,rmh d chwcD.ev ”lo, G nem ,hp “du 

rtlHm pows mpCe ermhesAb
”5omhes6 b
”i.srnhmv d.srnhmA 2ow dse ol.p Ssrelgt6 srnhmJb 
The .dtm ,osg towlgeg .rDe d C.edA ?wm mhdm ,ow.g ye d 

.reA “he .ofeg “du dlg he .ofeg hesv ywm mhese ,ese lo omhes 
See.rlntA 

”5dpye powHse hrgrln yehrlg pows ,osD yecdwte sed. rlmr—
udcp See.t srtDpAb xes uomhes DeCm md.DrlnA

ilgsed tmoCCeg dm d seg .rnhm dlg sdrteg dl epeyso, dm mhe 
tDpA

”5ouv GHu jlevb the rlmesswCmegA ”GHu lom .ooDrln Sos d 
se.dmrolthrC srnhm lo,A G cdlHm daosg grtmsdcmroltA G leeg mo 
SocwtA “osspv GHfe nommd noA The zo.gudltH gont dse nemmrln mhdm 
n.d4eg .ooD dndrlAb

”’Ddp gedsA Te.. “du G tdrg hrAb
”Or.. goA 9ofe powAb
”9ofe pow uoseAb
ilgsed CocDemeg hes Chole dlg mrnhmeleg hes nsrC ol mhe 

.edthetA “he hdglHm tmdsmeg ,d.Drln gont ol d ,hruA These ,dt 
d graeselce yem,eel d lernhyos Drg j..rln rl dlg toueole go—
rln mhrt CsoSettrold..pv dlg theHg udge twse the ,dt mhe .dmmesA 
“heHg .edsleg ,hdm the leegeg mo .edslA “he DeCm ruCsofrlnA 
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-fel c.relmt .rDe -mhdlqetCecrd..p c.relmt .rDe -mhdlqhdglHm 
udldneg mo CoDe d ho.e rl mhdmA

“he semwsleg mhe gontv t,edmpv ,rlgegv dlg dtDrln heste.S 
Sos mhe tefelmeelmh mrue mhdm ,eeD ,hp the grglHm o,l d tCosmt 
,dmchA

”zoog Foyvb the Cdlmeg dt mhe msro tCwl rl ce.eysdmosp crs—
c.etA ”G twsfrfeg dlomhes sowlgAb

“he hdlgeg oa mhers .edthetv gowy.e—checDeg mhers ,dmes 
yo,.tv udge twse d.. mhsee hdg d Se, eEmsd tcsdmchetv dlg hdlg—
eg owm toue msedmt yeSose uofrln olA

“msdrnhmelrln hes Colpmdr.v the mswgneg ydcD go,l mhe tmeCt 
dlg Cw..eg owm hes CholeA it the ,d.Degv the tmdsmeg mhwuy—
rln owm dl wCgdme Sos mhe zo.gudltA ’S cowste theHg mdDel d 
srgrcw.owt lwuyes oS Chomot ol mhe ,d.Dv yecdwte c.relmt .ofeg 
CsooS oS hdCCp molnwet dlg ,dnnrln mdr.tA "o, the tcso..eg 
mhsownh mheuv chootrln mhe srnhm olet mo telgA Thel the 
Sowlg d DeeCesA i.. mhsee oS mheu Sdcrln mhe cduesdv molnwet 
owm .rDe mhepHg C.dlleg rmA -Edcm.p mhe Drlg oS Chomo 5stA 
zo.gudl .ofegA

“he telm mhe seCosmv t.rCCeg hes Chole d,dpv dlg dgFwtmeg 
hes CdceA

"eEm ,dt “hdgo,v mhe thp y.dcD .dy urE ,ho CdlrcDeg rS d 
.edS swtm.eg mhe ,soln ,dpA

it wtwd. the tmeCCeg rltrge kwrem.pv .rDe ,d.Drln rlmo d ueg—
rmdmrol semsedmv hes uofeuelmt t.o, dlg ge.ryesdme dSmes mhe 
chdot oS mhe zo.gudltA

“hdgo, CeeDeg dsowlg mhe coslesv mhel Sso4eA
ilgsed .o,eseg heste.S mo ole DleeA ”xrv t,eemhedsmA GmHt Fwtm 

ueAb
xe  rlcheg  Sos,dsgv  tlraeg  hes  hdlgv  mhel  cdwmrowt.p 

Csetteg hrt hedg rlmo hes Cd.uA
”These ,e noAb
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“he c.rCCeg hrt .edth nelm.pv uofrln rl t.o, uomrol cou—
Cdseg mo mhe ysedDlecD chdot theHg Fwtm coue SsouA

it mhep tmeCCeg owmtrgev “hdgo, se.dEeg dt wtwd.A
“he n.dlceg go,l dm hruA ”2ow Dlo, ,hdmv ywggpJ 2owHse 

up dCo.onp ,d.DA iSmes mhe mosldgov mhe wlrfeste telgt ue pow 
mo t.o, up ysdrlAb

“hdgo, y.rlDeg dlg .edleg dndrltm hesv kwrem dt d ,hrtCesA
ilgsed tur.egA
”Woue olv twlthrleA 9emHt noAb
The leEm Se, dCCorlmuelmt Cdtteg rl mhers wtwd. shpmhuA 

“he nseemeg mhe gont yp lduev .eSm Co.rme lometv mooD cwme Cho—
mot Sos c.relmt ,ho .rDeg wCgdmetv dlg Cwtheg dtrge mhe mhownhm 
oS ho, uwch oS hes .rSe ,dt .rfeg rltrge omhes CeoC.eHt houetA

Ohel the sedcheg -mhdl Wds,e..Ht ywr.grlnv mhe meuCesd—
mwse hdg c.ruyeg mo mhe Corlm ,hese hes .oln Cdlmt Se.m .rDe 
CwlrthuelmA

“he elmeseg mhe .oyyp dlg ndfe d log mo mhe colcresnev ,ho 
semwsleg rm ,rmh mhe tdue lewmsd. eECsettrol he ndfe hes efesp 
mrueA “he grglHm urlgA “he ,dtlHm mhese mo ruCsett dlpoleA

“he wteg mhe Depcdsg mo dccett mhe Csrfdme elmsdlce ol mhe 
m,elmremh YoosA KC mhese ,ese ol.p mhsee dCdsmuelmtv dlg 
dccett ,dt .rurmeg mo setrgelmt dlg d Se, mswtmeg CeoC.ev .rDe 
heste.SA The e.efdmos oCelegv dlg the tmeCCeg rlmo mhe kwrem 
hd..,dpA 

’l mhe .eSm trge ,dt mhe goos mhdm .eg mo mhe sooS Coo.v ,hrch 
the hdg oCeleg ol.p olcev Fwtm mo hdfe d .ooDA Gm ,dt oCel mo d.. 
setrgelmtv ywm pow cow.g ol.p nem Ssou mhese mo mhrt hd..,dp rS 
pow hdg mhe srnhm DepcdsgA ’l d hom gdp .rDe mogdpv the cdwnhm 
heste.S gsedurln dyowm norln Sos d t,ru dSmes ,osDA 

“he thooD mhe mhownhm oa dlg ysdceg Sos mhe towlg oS c.d,t 
ol hdsg,oogA 

Thel the .em heste.S rl ,rmh mhe cogeq7—B—J—3qCsoydy.p 
hrt yrsmhgdpv lom mhdm rm udmmesegA
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Want to keep reading?

Same Time. Same Leash. New Routine. is available 
on Amazon and Kindle Unlimited.

Read it here:
amazon.com/dp/B0GTMTPB1D

Or scan the QR code:
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into something more. A few short stories followed, and before 
she quite realized it, she found herself building a life around 
storytelling. Somewhere between blank pages, rewrites, and 
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cards. A strategist by trade and a storyteller at heart, she builds 
worlds on paper while Nuggling the everyday chaos of life.

She lives in Corth ’arolina with her husband, their son, and 
a cat named Snow1ake who is convinced he5s the real main 
character.

When she5s not writing, she5s usually out observing people, 
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